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Another Banner Year
    Proverbs 22:6 reminds us that it is our responsibility 
to train up a child in the way they should go, and even 
when they are old, they will not depart from it. This is 
what we strive for. The mission of Sheboygan Lutheran 
High School is to Prepare Christian Leaders - One 
Student at a Time. So, we may ask, how can we 
measure success? Some may look at athletics, others 
at extracurriculars, while some may focus on issues 
that occurred or lack thereof. We have the blessing of 
knowing that we have given our students the tools to 
be Christian leaders in their everyday life. 
    It’s true, Lutheran High is a different type of school. 
We assess our students on more than just academic 
successes. We assess ourselves on more than just 
graduation rates and high ACT averages (both are 
excellent at LHS). We assess ourselves on the fact 
that God’s Word is taught in our classrooms, faith is 
important to our teachers and students, Chapel is lead 
by Christian leaders and Pastors, students are learning 
scripture and how to defend their faith, and by the end 
of their four years they have been involved in churches 
and nonprofits throughout the community. 
    We also saw numerous other incredible things 
this year. In fall 2021, we welcomed more than 60 
freshmen to our halls. Our seniors received $2.5 
million in scholarships – five of whom are pursuing 
churchwork through teaching. We had a four-year 
first place rating at the state forensics competition 
(which earns a lifetime achievement award), state 
music award winners in both vocal and instrumental 
music, a state football passing record and the state 
championship in soccer. Incredible! 

    New staff members joined the Lutheran High family 
this year. We welcomed Jacob Jurss in social studies, 
Megan Tews in math, Paige Schrader in math, and 
Sharon Stellwagen for girls’ health. We even had a 
student teacher from Concordia Wisconsin, Matthew 
Ziemer. With bittersweet feelings we congratulate Ken 
Witte, who after 46 years of teaching of which 22 were 
at LHS, has decided to retire. We pray for Matthew 
Thiel, Jen Hahn, and Samantha Wetenkamp who are 
leaving LHS and begining the next chapter of their 
lives as they take on new roles or new challenges. 
    Thank you to our association churches and all our 
Lutheran schools for their partnership and support, 
instilling the right priorities in our students and families. 
With great commitment comes great sacrifice and 
through your prayers, participation, and financial 
support we stand together for a strong future educating 
our students and promoting each other to be strong 
and courageous Christian leaders. 
    As we are reminded by the banner in our gym - In 
Christ is the Victory.

To God be all Praise and Glory.

Paul W. Gnan
Executive Director
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    The annual auction dinner is the largest single 
fundraising event at Lutheran High every year. This 
year’s event was a long-awaited return to in-person 
bidding and comradery. We are proud to announce that 
more than 330 people attended, joined in fellowship, 
and contributed to raising $169,000 for Lutheran High 
School. 
    Part of the auction includes a Fund-A-Cause which 
is a freewill live gift to contribute to a project the school 
greatly needs. This year’s project was to renovate the 
commons to bring all students back together for lunch. 
During the Covid lockdowns and return-to-school 
efforts students were separated into two spaces on 
opposite ends of the school to provide ample space for 

distancing. Well, the time has come to bring everyone 
back, and the students are excited. 
    Surpassing the intended goal of $30,000, the com-
mons project has been funded and the renovation 
began by relocating the walk-in freezer and refrigera-
tor. New flooring, ceiling tiles, and additional tables are 
being added to the commons to provide enough space 
for the 200-220 student body. 
    On behalf of the staff, faculty, and students we 
extend our most enthusiastic thanks to everyone in our 
community who contributed through donating items, 
services, money, and bidding on items to make this an 
incredible success for all of us to enjoy. 

Auction Dinner - Another Great Success
Preparing Christian Leaders



18 years at Luther North
Macomb, Michigan

6 years at Concordia
University Wisconsin

22 years at Sheboygan
Lutheran High School

Total: 46 years in Ministry
and Service

    For 46 years, Ken Witte served the Church and 
several schools in the classroom and on the field. He 
is a Christian example and humble in all that he does. 
    Ken came to Sheboygan Lutheran High in 2001 
thanks to the influence of Dr. Cary Stelmachowicz, a 
fellow professor at Concordia Wisconsin, and the lure 
of a Distance Learning Center (which used to be in the 
back hall). Ken helped supervise the lab.
    Once at Sheboygan Lutheran, he taught Advanced 
Algebra, Pre-Calculus and Calculus, Statistics, 
Personal Finance, and Transition to College Math. 
He’s overseen the National Accreditation of the school, 
and coached Varsity Girls’ Basketball and Girls’ 
Soccer. 
    Living in Fredonia, Ken calculated that he has 
traveled more than 245,000 miles just driving to and 
from school daily. Now, if you multiply that by the price 
of gas... Ouch. 
    When asked about the biggest changes in math 
over the last few years, Ken responded with the need 
to innovate and get creative as math became more 
visual using new instruments and other devices. Yet 
he says math has become more purposeful in its 
application. There is less supervised homework now, 
and much more done in the classroom, but his mantra 
still stands true, “Communicate what you are thinking.”
    In retirement, Ken looks forward to a break from 
teaching, but as a life-long learner he will continue 
to look for opportunities of personal and professional 
growth. 

    Looking back at his favorite memories from Lutheran 
High, he remembers his children’s achievements in 
and out of the classroom, the Ozaukee carpool, and 
seeing his students return after their graduations to 
share their stories of success.
    Ken, you have been a true blessing from God to 
Lutheran High, its faculty, students, and parents. Your 
Christian example and your teaching expertise are 
treasures we will never forget. You will be missed in 
the Math Cave! God’s blessings to you and Cindy as 
you begin a new phase of your life.

The Numbers Add Up By Chuck Benedum
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Mr. Witte is someone I look up to; when I was 
in high school and still now as I am a math 
teacher. His teaching definitely set me up for 
sucess and helped make me the teacher I am 
today.
- David Jabs, LHS alumni and teacher at 
Cleveland Lutheran East

Mr. Witte is a fantastic person and teacher. He 
was always willing to help me with questions. 
He emphasized teamwork and collabora-
tion. He was a great teacher, fun-loving, and 
God-serving.
-Caden Solle, Junior



Rev. Dr. Joel Howard
Years at LHS: I served at Sheboygan Lutheran High 

from 2008-2011 as Campus Pastor and teacher.
Classes Taught: Old and New Testament 

(underclassmen); Lutheran Doctrine, World 
Religions, Denominations (juniors); Christian Spiritual 
Life and Disciplines, Christian novels (seniors).

Extra Curricular: Assistant Athletic Director, Wrestling 
Coach, Graduation Marshall, Dean of Chapel, 
Student Council Advisor.

Ministry After LHS: Grace Lutheran Church, 
Menomonee Falls, WI~First as associate Pastor and 
now called as senior Pastor.

Favorite Memories: I have three favorite memories of 
SLHS. First, I loved spending time with students who 
would just pop into the classroom during my planning 
period or during CMT and talking about life together. 
Second, I loved Fridays as we would usually take a 
movie, commercial, TV clip, or some other current 
social topic and dissect them for what they were 
saying and then how God would have us respond 
to this. Finally, I loved standing next to the student 
section at home basketball and volleyball games as 
classmates passionately and loudly cheered on their 
team to victory SLHS was an amazing family of faith 
that cheered wildly for one another.

Family Update: My wife, Delinah, and I have six 
children. Oldest~graduated from Living Word (2022) 
and is headed to Concordia, WI.  Two are students 
at Living Word, three are at Grace, Menomonee 
Falls:4th, 6th, 7th grades.
Extensive family travel as all girls play club soccer.  
This past May I finished my doctorate.

Kelli Grasse
Years at LHS: 1996-2004
Classes Taught: All Computer Classes, Accounting, 

Economics and Personal Finance.
Extra Curricular: JV Girls’ Basketball Coach; First 

Assistant, then Varsity Volleyball Coach.
Ministry After LHS: Teaching at Lakeshore Technical 

College since leaving LHS (19 years). Currently 
serve on the Board of Directors (and Executive 
Committee) at LHS. LHS is truly family.

Editor’s Note: Kelli has been involved in virtually any 
and all activities at LHS and at Bethlehem, her home 
congregation.

Favorite Memories: Number one are the students 
I taught and coached. Funny faces of my former 
students. Long bus rides to athletic events with 
players. Mrs. Lastusky and Mrs. Reseburg, my fellow 
faculty and staff members. I am thankful to have 
joined the LHS faculty right out of college. I could not 
have imagined a better group of people to work with 
in my first years of teaching. My favorite memory is 
the people: the students, faculty, staff and families; 
What a beautiful special family!

Family Update: My husband, Chad, is a 1992 grad, 
my son, Brandon, is a 2021 grad and Logan will be a 
2024 grad all at Sheboygan Lutheran High.
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Rev. Joel Howard 
left, 2009

Kelli Grasse, right, 
2000

Where Are They Now?
Preparing Christian Leaders



Years at LHS: 2007-2017
Classes Taught: English, AP 

English Literature, Creative 
Writing

Extra Curricular: LHS Literary 
Magazine

Ministry After LHS: Retired
Favorite Memories: Beowulf 

Boasts, Shakespearean dress-
up scenes, the Poetry Café, 
Canterbury Pilgrims, Valentine 
serenades, admissions and scholarship essay 
celebrations, and many more wonderful days in the 

classroom with witty and creative LHS students. 
Blessed, too, with special friendships among LHS 
staff.

Family Update: My husband, Steve, and I live in 
Sheboygan. We especially enjoy time with our 
children and grandchildren, and volunteering. I enjoy 
coaching writers in LHS online Creative Writing, 
knitting, reading with the best group of Book Buddies 
ever, adding miles on our ebikes and following the 
Badgers. One of my favorite Bible verses is: Romans 
5:3—“Do not be afraid of adversity, knowing that 
adversity produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope.”
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A Tale of Two Cities 
The Musical

    One of the greatest things about of the annual 
spring musical is how so many of our students shine. 
This year’s production is a similar story - and yet, 
unique in every way. Director Laurie Dillman said about 
the cast and production, “I couldn’t be prouder of the 
production we gave to our audience this year. The 
technical aspects were top notch, costuming, hair and 
makeup, lights, the set. Couple that with the dedication 
and effort put forward by the actors and you’ve got a 
performance that is real, emotive, and pulls you into 
the world we created. Everyone really took ownership 

of their roles, both large and small. They’re so willing to 
work together and try new things.”
    A Tale of Two Cities, The Musical is based on the 
Charles Dickens novel staged during the French 
Revolution. This production included high school 
students, a staff member, and students from the 
SALSA schools. “It has been my goal to search out 
shows that can showcase our faith in God AND be of 
high quality. I think Tale of Two Cities achieved that. I 
hope to continue to find shows that are different from 
the average high school musical and showcase who 
we are as a school and faith community,” said Laurie 
Dillman.
    The three combined shows saw an audience of over 
600 people. 

Where Are They Now? - Nancy Mannchen
Preparing Christian Leaders
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    On May 20, 2022, 46 more young people were 
accepted into the group known as LHS Graduates. 
They will forever be a part of the LHS experience—
the Christian education, the bond formed through 
extra curricular activities and the love of God 
shown in each of their lives. A blessing, for sure. 
They will be linked forever as “The Class of 2022” 
and with the larger title of “LHS Graduate.” We are 
thankful for these graduates and pray for God’s 
continued blessing in their lives. We are thankful 
for our dear Lutheran High School and join hands 
in prayers of thanksgiving and support for this 
important mission in our communities. With over 
1,500 other LHS graduates, and all the friends of 
LHS over the years, we can say together—

Forever Bound Together

Blest be the
Tie that Binds

    Approximately fifty years ago, courageous 
Lutherans joined together to study the possibility 
of a Lutheran High School in Sheboygan County. 
Besides the obvious benefit of a Christ-centered 
secondary education, it was pointed out that 
a Lutheran High School would be something 
that brought the Lutheran community together; 
that would bind an already strong presence of 
Lutherans in the Sheboygan County together. And 
so it has! And now many Christian families have 
been able to unite under the name of Lutheran 
High School. Through the many opportunities 
to join hands—in prayer and in support of this 
wonderful blessing—we can proclaim with the 
hymn writer—

Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.

    On January 28, 2022, the Chamber Choir was one 
of only three groups asked to perform at the Annual 
School Choice Day event on the final day of National 
Lutheran Schools Week and National School Choice 
Week. This year, the event was hosted at Lambeau 
Field featuring UW System President and former 
Gov. Tommy Thompson as the keynote speaker with 
hundreds in attendance. 
    “The students and I were very honored to be a 
part of a great event,” said Matthew Thiel, Director of 
Sheboygan Lutheran High School’s Band and Choir. 
“The Wisconsin Parental Choice Program has provided 
opportunities for many families to have their children 
receive not only a great education from Sheboygan 
Lutheran but receive the Good news of the Gospel 
every day of their lives for four years. Being able to 
share what Lutheran High is about both as a way of 
saying ‘Thank you’ to those who started the program 
and as a way to promote the arts and Sheboygan 
Lutheran High School was wonderful.”
    The choir sang three songs including “Ride On, King 
Jesus”, “In Dulci Jubilo”, and “The Lord Bless You and 
Keep You” under the direction of Matthew Thiel.
    The event was held to encourage more schools 
to enter the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program, 
show legislators how the movement is growing in the 
state, and recognize the accomplishments of schools, 
parents, and children working together for the future of 
education. Serving children during these challenging 
times has revealed the importance of empowering 
parents with educational options. 

This article originally appeared in the March edition of HighLites.

School Choice Wisconsin
School Choice Wisconsin Photo

Preparing Christian Leaders
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    Jeff’s message to this year’s senior class gleened 
from passages that he had used for his cross-country 
season themes. The emphasis was on the fact that 
one is simply not able to ‘be’ without the Lord, who 
goes with you. 
    When you hear someone say you should be Strong 
and Courageous it usually means things aren’t always 
going to be smooth, easy, or effortless. Instead, when 
someone says be strong and courageous it means - 
things are going to be rough, tough, bumpy, and bristly.
    Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and courageous, for 
the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” 
    “The Lord your God goes with you - so you can be 
strong and courageous,” Jeff said. “In fact, you didn’t 
start to become strong and courageous when you 
walked across the stage and sprayed that silly string, 
you have already been Strong and Courageous - 
Why?  Because the Lord has been with you. Through 
multiple injuries, illnesses, emotional discouragements, 
and anxiety, when a pandemic wrecked your 
championship season, and forced you to learn “safely” 
at home for the 4th quarter via Zoom, you were Strong 
and Courageous. Why?  Because the Lord your God 
was with you!”
    “The Lord has been with you the whole time. And 
we know that the Lord your God will be with you as 
you start the next chapter as well. Be Strong and 
Courageous Class of 2022 and open your Bible, read 
it, mark it, go to church, receive Holy communion. For 
that is how the Lord your God goes with you!”

Commencement Speaker, 
Mr. Jeff Jurss

Honors Night
    On May 11, LHS held its annual Honors Night. 
Students are recognized for departmental awards, 
scholarships, involvement, academics, and leadership 
& service recognition.
    The LHS Class of 2022 is easy to describe as a 
class of leaders. They are involved in everything from 
athletics to service organizations. From this class, 
39 are pursuing a 2- or 4-year degree from a college 
or university, six are going into the workforce, two 
will begin military service, and five are pursuing the 
ministry through teaching. For those pursuing the 
workforce, many already have full-time jobs lined 
up. For those attending college, this class averaged 
nearly $65,000 per student for a total of $2.5 million in 
scholarships and grants. 
    For the first time a scholarship was awarded to 
students who are pursuing ministry through education 
at our Concordia University System. Five students 
were awarded a $5,000 scholarship by the Striegel 
family. It is truly a commitment to pursue Lutheran 
Education, and it is greatly needed across the country 
as we continue to face a shortage of teachers for our 
schools. 
    The evening always ends with the bittersweet 
Senior video. Congratulations to all the Freshmen 
through Seniors recognized this night for outstanding 
commitment to their own education. 

Above: Mr. Ken Witte, Math Department Chair, presents an award 
to Andrew Dirkse (“Dr. Dirkse”) for his work this semester and is 
recognized as the Junior recipient. Dirkse is well known for his con-
tributions in the classroom and working with his classmates during 
free periods to be independent learners.

Preparing Christian Leaders
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    Most Lutheran High students have a story about why 
they decided to come to Lutheran High. In the most 
recent Junior Crusader, four seniors were highlighted 
and interviewed. This interview included questions 
about involvement, giving advice to someone thinking 
about Lutheran High and a reaction to their freshman 
year quote about their initial thoughts about high 
school. Here are some of their responses.
    Marcus Larsen, who came from Lake Country 
Academy, is a service-minded and musically talented 
student. He is the Interact President, an affiliate of 
Rotary International, and is known for giving out 
American flags for student’s lockers. You’ll see him 
working as part of the school technology team. He 
says, “Every morning, I’m excited to begin a new day 
at Lutheran High, to interact with my teachers and 
friends. I am always happy to be in Band where I get to 
play beautiful music with my peers. I also love studying 
the Word of God and learning about the universal 
Church in Theology.”
    When asked to give advice to someone thinking 
about LHS, Ambryn Diener, another involved student 
said, “DO IT! Lutheran High is a high school that 
welcomes students from a variety of backgrounds. 
As a homeschooled student in middle school, I came 
to Lutheran High not knowing many people, but they 
welcomed me right away.”
    Matt Walz, from Cedar Grove, joined in saying, 
“Lutheran High is a great school and the most 
important part is being able to talk about God. 

Everyone has that in common and it is very beneficial. 
Faith really in the difference and it makes high school 
better.”
     Looking back at the last few years at LHS, Jackson 
Holzheimer remembers saying how impressed he was 
that teachers were so friendly and that he got hands-
on learning in real-time. He believes it is “even more 
accurate than before. I would like to add that being 
here for the past three-and-a-half years, Lutheran High 
has had and will always have a positive impact on my 
life. Not only educationally, but spiritually as well.”
Parents have many reasons to be proud of their 
students and the young men and women they are 
becoming. It is easy to see that they will be important 
figures in God’s plan. 

This article first appeared in the
Spring 2022 Junior Crusader

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or 
be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your 
God who goes with you. He will not leave 
you or forsake you.

Deuteronomy 31:6

Reflections from Seniors of 2022

Preparing Christian Leaders
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    Band and choir students have an opportunity to 
go on the Music Tour every other year, and this year 
they traveled to sunny Florida. Sixty-eight students 
comprised this year’s group. The trip included several 
concerts for grade schools and churches and a fun-day 
at Universal Studios. At the home concert, Director, 
Matthew Thiel, recounted several conversations with 
their hosts in each city. Some said that they only 
came to be supportive, but they found themselves 
mesmerized by the incredible talent of Sheboygan 
Lutheran High School’s students.
    Ambryn Diener, a senior, said “Music Tour was 
an amazing experience for many students including 
myself. It was awe-inspiring to see how God can work 
through the gifts and talents He’s given us so that we 
can share His Word with people across the country.”
    David Eatherton, a sophomore, said “Being on the 
Music Tour is an experience I’m never going to forget. 
Sure, we went to places most of us had never been 
before and got to play music that touched the lives 
of complete strangers across the country; but best of 
all, we got to spend seven days with one of the best 
groups of people that you’ll ever meet.”
    Asa Diener, a sophomore, said “Music Tour is an 
experience that can never get replaced because of 
everything we were able to do. Whether it’s bonding 
time with friends or making new friends on the bus, it’s 
a great and memorable experience. In addition, being 
able to play and perform beautiful music in front of 
congregations across the country is just amazing.”

Part of this article was featured in the May 2022 HighLites. 

Preparing Christian Leaders

The LHS Music Tour Heads South



Easter Concert at
Holy Name Catholic Church
    It has been said that Lutherans and Catholics 
cannot get along. You’ve probably even heard at 
least one joke about one or the other. But recently 
in Sheboygan, this is certainly not the case. Dr. 
Sam Eatherton, of Trinity Sheboygan, was invited 
a year ago to play an organ recital at Holy Name 
Catholic Church. The event was notably well 
attended by Catholics and Lutherans alike and 
developed a new relationship through musical 
talent. Shortly after, Dr. Eatherton and LHS Music 
Director Matthew Thiel began discussing the 
possibility of a large concert that would require 
a church with room to hold 100 musicians and a 
large audience. 

    Holy Name was soon chosen as an ideal venue 
due to its size, acoustics, and the fact that Vivaldi 
was a Catholic priest and musician. Thanks to Dr. 
Eatherton’s relationship with Holy Name and the 
Sheboygan North Catholic Parishes, a concert 
was planned and brought a great number of our 
Christian family together for an Easter Concert. 
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Winter & Spring 2022
Athletics Recap

    The 2021-22 school year saw some incredible, 
possibly even unprecedented athletic successes. Team 
records and accomplishments & individual records and 
accomplishments were all part of a very special year.

Boys Basketball
Overall Record:
25 wins, 3 losses
Undefeated Conference Champions
Regional Champions

All-Conference:
Casey Verhagen & Robby Michael: 1st Team
Elijah White: 2nd Team
Jackson Holzheimer: Honorable Mention

Casey Verhagen is the newest member of the 
1,000-point club at LHS, he has the all-time winningest 
player at the varsity level in state records at 102, he 
is 19th in state history with 2265 points, and he will 
represent LHS (along with Robby Michael) at the High 
School All-Star Game this summer. 

Girls Basketball
Under Coach Mike Scheele, the girls set a school 
record for wins, finishing an incredible 21-6. They 
finished 2nd in Conference and lost to the undefeated 
State Champions in the Regional Final.

All-Conference:
Rose Hahn & Addy Verhagen: 1st Team
Faith Pape: Honorable Mention

Girls Soccer
This co-op team with Sheboygan Christian has been 
very sucessful and is the Regional Champions for the 
first time in school history!

All-Conference: 
Ambryn Diener: 1st Team
Alexis Beger & Taylor Batt: Honorable Mention

Preparing Christian Leaders
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Golf
Under Coach Chris Hirt, the boys had a very successful 
season finishing 3rd in Conference, 3rd in Regionals 
and 5th in the toughest Sectional; barely missing the 
chance to play at State.

All-Conference.
Caden Solle: 1st Team
Elliott Leibham: 2nd Team
Jackson Holzheimer, Matt Stephany, and Jack McGillis: 
Honorable Mention

Girls Softball
Under Coach Ryan Adameak, the girls saw a record 
number of players turn out. They will surely build for the 
future with those numbers. Final Record: 3-10

All Conference:
Kara Thimmig: 2nd Team
Kami Wiltzius: Honorable Mention

Boys and Girls Track
Under Head Coach Hans Otten, the Boys’ Team 
experienced much success, winning some mid-season 
Invitationals before placing 6th in Conference and 5th 
in Regionals. Logan Melius-Zak was the Conference 
Champion in 400 meters and triple jump. He also was 
the lone, male qualifier to go to State. Zack Glewen 
was honorable mention All-Conference in Triple Jump 
and High Jump.

On the Girls’ side, Rose Hahn led the way with 
Honorable Mention All-Conference in long and triple 
jump. She was the lone, female qualifier to go to State, 
in the Triple Jump, finishing 8th place with her career 
best performance.

Boys Baseball
The Boys’ Team, under Coach, Tim Muth, showed 
marked improvement as the season went along. The 
very young team finished with a 6-11 record, and 1-1 in 
Regionals.

All Conference
Mason Senkbeil: Pitcher/Infielder 2nd Team
David Vanic: Outfield Honorable Mention

Preparing Christian Leaders
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Alumni Births
Karl Nimmer - Class 
of 2011, and his wife, 
Jessie, welcomed their 
first child, Martin Leroy, 
on September 22, 2021.  
Karl is a food scientist for 
Borden’s, and Jessie is 
an RN with Aurora.  The 
family resides in DePere.

Julianne (Nicholson) 
Roznik - Class of 
2010, and her husband, 
Konrad, welcomed their 
second child, Delaney, on 
February 22. Her sister, 
Hadley, is very happy.

Alumni Recognition
Michael Yurk - Class 
of 1988, was named 
a recipient of the 2022 
Herb Kohl Principal 
Leadership Award.  
Michael is currently 
serving as principal at St. 
Paul Lutheran School in 
Grafton, WI.  As part of 
the award, a monetary gift 
was given to both Michael 
and St. Paul.

Recognizing our Seniors 
Athletic Success
    This year’s senior class may well be the most 
athletic senior class we have ever had. Many of them 
holding local, regional, and state records for their 
dedication and work. Of these students in college 
athletics, one student will be competing at the junior 
college level, twelve at the NCAA Division III level and 
one at the NCAA Division II level. 

Football – Matt Stephany, Tristian Moctezuma, Robby 
Michael, Colin Girdaukas

Basketball – Rose Hahn, Jackson Holzheimer, Elijah 
White, Robby Michael, Casey Verhagen

Track – Ellie Fredericks, Camden Nenning
Cross Country – Grant Portenier
Soccer – Ambryn Diener
Softball – Grace Portenier

Elks Sports Awards
    Elks Lodge #299 holds an annual athletics banquet 
for high school student athletes recognizing the 
students for numerous achievements. On May 1, the 
64th Annual Elks Gridiron Committee recognized three 
LHS students for their achievements and provided a 
scholarship gift. 
    Receiving the Elks Sports Award with a $1000 
scholarship were Casey Verhagen and Rose Hahn. 
Receiving the Muth Award with a $1500 scholarship 
was Robby Michael. 

Above: Casey Verhagen, Rose Hahn, and Robby Michael with 
awards from the Elks Sports Awards Banquet

Preparing Christian Leaders
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Alumni Graduations
Zachary Nicholson – LHS Class of 2011, graduated 
from the University of Alabama, Birmingham this May 
with a degree in Medicine. He plans to pursue a career 
as an oral surgeon.

Ethan Norlander, Class 
of 2018, has earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
Computer Information 
Technology from Purdue 
University. He graduated 
on May 15th.

Kristin Rindt - Class of 
2018, graduated Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Art with a 
minor in Marketing from 
Concordia University 
Wisconsin on May 14, 
2022.

Three from the LHS Class of 2020 graduated from 
Lakeshore Technical College in May. Zachary Jaeger 
Criminal Justice, Joseph Rahn Auto Mechanic, 
Joshua Schultz Criminal Justice.

Hannah Adams – Class of 
2018, earned first prize in 
the College Division of the 
Iowa Poetry Association’s 
“Lyrical Iowa” poetry contest 
for her poem “Maiden 
Name”. This is the second 
time she has won first prize, 
and the fourth year in a row 
her poetry has been honored 
as one of the top entries in 
the competition. Hannah 
graduated Cum Laude from 
Dordt University on May 
15 with majors in History 

and Secondary Education and a minor in English. 
Beginning in August she will be teaching high school 
History and English at Central Wisconsin Christian 

School in Waupun.

Isaiah Richardson – 
Class of 2017, graduated 
Summa Cum Laude 
honors from Concordia 
University Wisconsin 
with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Biomedical 
Sciences. Isaiah studied 
throughout the summer 
of 2021 as a visiting 
graduate student at Duke 
University in Durham, 
NC. He is currently living 
in Chicago pursuing 
a Master’s degree 

in Biotechnology from the McCormick School of 
Engineering at Northwestern University in Evanston, 
IL. Isaiah is planning on pursuing a PhD in Chemical 
& Biological Engineering following his December 
2022 graduation from Northwestern. He is interested 
in research focused on applying synthetic biology to 
pharmaceutical drug research & development.

Hey Alumni!
Send us your news! Did you get engaged, 

married, start a new job? Let us know!

Email your news, notes, and photos to 
LHSalumni@lutheranhigh.com to be featured 

in the next edition.
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