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A LUTHERAN HIGH CHRISTMAS 
Devotional Thought 

“For unto you is born this day a Savior.” 

A Savior has been born. Even this can be just a truth about something that has happened, 
something that one has heard so often before and always remains the same. It has become so 
for many people. And then it is something that fades away and withers. That Jesus is a Savior 
can be a dead truth, something that I don’t oppose and do not directly deny but that means 
very little today, in my worries, in my fatigue, and in my failures. Or it means something in 
the midst of work when I am happy and think I am effective but nothing during my free 
time when it is filled to the brim with carefree and fulfilling pastimes. A Savior is born; 
perhaps it has to be Christmastime again, when the Christmas songs and pictures conjure up 
the atmosphere around the stable in Bethlehem, in order for me to think about it. But when 
the work begins again the atmosphere is lost. And when the worries return in earnest, one 
looks for more practical resources to resolve them. Things like a loan or bond or new 
medicines and eminent specialists – but not a savior. One never thinks of turning to his 
Savior when it comes to the soul’s distress and feelings of failure and shame, because so 
much hasn’t been what it should be. Because one has no greeting from God. One has missed 
the little word in the phrase above – “YOU”. 
 
“For unto YOU is born this day a Savior.” This was said to the shepherds in the midst of 
their meager and hard daily routine. So they also received the greeting. A Savior is a rescuer 
and helper. They of course, knew of the promise about Him who would come. It was such a 
message that they all heard, one of the common truths. But in this moment, it became a 
reality and applied to them. They took notice of this little word, “YOU”. 
 
This same “YOU” now applies to those who are the shepherd’s peers, all those who bear 
burdens and live with anxiousness, all who are not satisfied and are not happy with 
themselves. All those who are burdened by sin and guilt and shame. A Savior has been born 
to you. “A Savior” means one who can help even with the most hopeless situations. 
Hopelessness like one that feels they have such a past behind them, and a mountain of sin 
before him, that he thinks it is impossible to find any way back to God. It can be that within 
him he has such a poor temperament or weak character or such an inability to control 



himself that he sins and sins again, even though he doesn’t want to. And it can be external 
hardships so depressing and so hard to bear that one wants to give up. 
 
To all these, our own day’s wretched shepherds, comes a greeting from God today: Unto 
YOU a Savior has been born. He is born even to others, but they don’t mean anything here. 
Had you been the only one who needed help and rescue, then He still would have become 
man and descended from heaven for you. For your sake, He is born, for your sake He has 
lived, and for your sake He has died and been resurrected. It is He who is now the bond so 
that you may be children of God. All your sins count for nothing. They are atoned for by 
Him. All your difficulties need never be reason for you to doubt. It may be poor for you, 
you may be sick and shamed that you do it so often. Still, you are in God’s hand, so long as 
you believe in this Savior who was born for your sake. This is God’s way of reconciling all 
your difficulties, however hopeless they look. First, He eliminates all your debt and makes 
sure that all the stupid and crazy things you have done – what you yourself are responsible 
for and that are your own fault – along with that which you have left undone, can no longer 
keep you from God. Then He takes everything else into His hand and in His care. He 
answers that everything will work out in the end for your eternal benefit. Because His is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

- Bo Giertz “A Year of Grace” Vol. 1 

 

 

** Pre-Concert Piano Music by Andrew Dirkse ** 

 



A LUTHERAN HIGH CHRISTMAS 
Opening Litany & Prayers 

Welcome              Paul Gnan 
 
Opening Litany & Prayers                   
(please stand) 
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
P:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C: the light that no darkness can overcome. 
P:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
C: and the day is almost over. 
P:  Let your light scatter the darkness 

C: and illuminate Your Church. 
 
P:  Let us pray. O God, as You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true Light, grant, we beseech You, that we who have known the mysteries of that Light here on 
earth may come to the fullness of Its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem. O come, let us adore Him, 
C: Christ the Lord! 
P:  His light shines in the darkness of this world. O come, let us adore Him, 
C: Christ the Lord! 
P:  He brings peace, unity, and salvation to all the earth. O come, let us adore Him, 
C: Christ the Lord! 
P:  He brings good news to those who are far off. O come, let us adore Him 
C: Christ the Lord! 
P:  He comes to sacrifice His life for His people. O come, let us adore Him, 
C: Christ the Lord! 
 



P:  He comes to comfort the oppressed, persecuted, and grieving. O come, let us adore Him, 
C: Christ the Lord! 
P:  He comes to heal those who are sick, injured, and recovering. O come, let us adore Him, 
C: Christ the Lord! 
P:  He comes to restore all creation. O come, let us adore Him, 
C: Christ the Lord! 

 

P: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that of Your mercy and 
compassion You caused Your Son to become incarnate, and through Him redeemed us from 
sin and everlasting death: We beseech You, enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 
we may ever be thankful for such grace, and comfort ourselves thereby in all tribulation and 
temptation, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever.  
C: Amen. 

 
P:  Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
“O Come All Ye Faithful”                                            J.F. Wade 
 Audience 
 

Verse 1 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the king of angels; 
O come, let us adore him (x3), Christ the Lord. 

 
Verse 2 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore him (x3), Christ the Lord. 

(please be seated) 



A LUTHERAN HIGH CHRISTMAS 
Ev’ry Voice in Concert Ring 

  
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                                                               Aurelius Prudentius 

Konzertchor 
 

“In Dulci Jubilo”                            J.S. Bach / arr. M. Culloton 
 Chamber Choir 
 
“All Bells In Paradise”                 John Rutter 
 Chamber Choir 
 
“O Holy Night”                     Adolphe Adam / arr. S. DeCesare 
 Soloists: Ambryn Diener and Ruth Eatherton 
 
“Once in Royal David’s City”                         C.F. Alexander 
 Audience 
 

Verse 1 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed; 
Mary was that mother mild. Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
Verse 2 

He came down to earth from heaven. Who is God and Lord of all. 
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Verse 3 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above;  
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone. 

 
 
 
 



“On This Day Appeareth in Israel”                           Orlando di Lasso / arr. R.S. Hines 
 Cantamus 
 
“Away in a Manger”                                           William Kirkpatrick /arr. J.D. Findlay 
 Cantamus 
 Guest Accompanist: Andrew Dirkse 
 
“Greensleeves”                                                   arr. Sean O’Loughlin 
 Soloist: Caden Solle 
 
“On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”              Luke Wadding 
 Audience 

Verse 1 

On Christmas Night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring. 
On Christmas Night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring. 

News of great joy, news of great mirth. News of our merciful King’s birth. 
 

Verse 2 

Then why should men on earth be so sad? Since our Redeemer made us glad. 
Then why should men on earth be so sad? Since our Redeemer made us glad. 

When from our sin He set us free, all for to gain our liberty? 
 

Verse 3 

All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night. 
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night. 

“Glory to God and peace to men, now and forever more. Amen.” 

 
“Gloria”                Craig Courtney 
 Konzertchor 
 
“O Come Emmanuel”                               Elaine Hagenberg 
 Konzertchor 
 Cello: Hannah Eatherton 
 
“A Christmas Blessing”               Philip Stopford 
 Konzertchor 



“Hallelujah Chorus”                               G.F. Handel 
 Konzertchor & Audience Members 
 

If you feel comfortable, you are welcome to join the LHS Konzertchor on stage for the annual 
singing of the Hallelujah Chorus. Music will be provided for you as you come on stage. 

 
~ Neat Repeats Presentation / Freewill Offering ~ 

 
(please stand) 
 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 Audience 

Verse 1 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Verse 2 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Verse 3 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of Righteous! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
(please be seated) 

 



“Christmas Variants”                           Elliot Del Borgo 
 Symphonic Band 
 
“Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming”                     Larry Kerschner 
 Symphonic Band 
 
“Sleigh Ride”                         Leroy Anderson 
 Symphonic Band 
 
“Silent Night” 
 Audience 

Verse 1 

Silent Night, Holy Night. All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Verse 2 

Silent Night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar. Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Verse 3 
(4-part harmony, no accompaniment) 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace. 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
 

~ A MOMENT OF SILENCE TO REFLECT ON GOD’S LOVE FOR US ~  
 
“Joy to the World” 
 Audience 

Verse 1 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let Earth receive her King! 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room. And heav’n and nature sing!  

And heav’n and nature sing! And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing! 
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