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FULL STEAM AHEAD
Preparing for the Future...to be continued

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.
Malachi 3:10
A visionary Board of Directors made the leap of faith and started us on the road to where Sheboygan Lutheran High School is
today. They had a plan that included a Worship & Fine Arts Center back in 1999 (which was before any of our current students were
even born). The desire to engage the gifts of our students and have a performance center for music and drama was seen as a needed
addition to our school. Additional attempts of plans and drawings were done over the years, but something was holding it back. Until
now, the dream has become reality as investments were made to start the construction process and finish it in December 2020.
In our school’s 44-year history, the previous most successful campaign brought in just over $1 million, which is no small deal.
Today, thanks to our supporters and alumni we have raised $4.5 million. Praise God for all our faithful donors and for each of you
as you pray for our ministry. Though we are still receiving pledge payments, we are wrapping up the Preparing for the Future Capital
Campaign. We are utilizing the building daily with our emphasis on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology & Engineering, Arts, &
Ministry), meeting for Chapel twice a week in the theater, singing and playing instruments in our Music Instruction room, creating
and testing robots in our lab, and continuing to study His creation in our science rooms. To God be all the Praise and Glory!
As I give tours to alumni, families, and supporters, I love to see the reaction on their faces and hear the compliments they give as
they recall their memories of Lutheran High. It is truly amazing how far we have come even in the last seven years. I would like to
invite you to our Annual Dinner Auction on Saturday, April 9 and you can see this fantastic building for yourself. Plan to meet with
your friends and make it a memorable evening out. Think of the impact of the dedicated staff members who have committed to serving
in ministry during your time here at LHS. You might even run into some of those familiar faces and give them a personal ‘Thank you.’
The fact is, facilities are great, but the work of God’s Word and the Holy Spirit is what really matters as we remember our Savior’s
sacrifice on the cross to forgive our sins and to win us the promise of eternal life in heaven. Thank you for supporting us as we work to
fulfill the mission statement of “Preparing Christian Leaders ~ One Student at a Time.” FULL STEAM ahead!
In His service, Paul W. Gnan, Executive Director
See more about Lutheran High School’s Capital Campaign at
campaign.lutheranhigh.com
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Fine Arts Center

Now Thank We All Our God With Hearts And Hands And Voices
Over the past two years many things changed, venues sat
empty for months but now we are enjoying live performances
right here in our new theater! We’ve welcomed the Sheboygan
Pops Band, Trinity and Bethlehem’s elementary school
performances, and hosted our own concert series in conjunction
with Wisconsin Music Ventures. You might need to get used to
seeing advertisements and email blasts promoting bigger concerts
and events being held at LHS, and we hope that you’ll purchase
tickets and venture over.
Our own LHS Music Department will be back on stage soon
as well. They are in the midst of planning for their Spring Music
Tour in March to Orlando, FL with the usual many stops along
the way to share the message of the Gospel through music. Their
tour will be March 20 - 26. There may be some live streaming of
concerts from the various churches on the route, so stay tuned to
our website and Facebook pages. And look for the “Home Tour
Concert”, live at LHS on Tuesday, March 29, where the band
and choirs will give us the full tour program. A big Thank You!
to those who purchased the beloved Kringles and Citrus Sale
produce to help fund the tour.
And save the date for the LHS Drama Department’s Spring
Musical, “A Tale of Two Cities”. After the fabulous job they did
with the backdrop scenery for ‘Esther’ last year, we can’t wait to
see what this crew brings this year.

Upcoming Events in the Theater
Saturday, February 19 ~ Terry Lee Goffee – “A Johnny Cash
Tribute”, presented by the Sheboygan Unity Music Festival to
benefit the Leukemia Research Foundation
Saturday, April 4 ~ Rooted & Rising Concert Series featuring
Sam Ness with Natural Satellite, an Emerging Wisconsin Artists
feature at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 29 ~ The LHS Music Department’s Home Tour
Band & Choir Concert at 7 p.m.
April 29, 30 & May 1 ~ LHS Drama Department’s Spring
Musical “A Tale of Two Cities”
Saturday, May 14 ~ Rooted & Rising Concert Series featuring
Ben Mulwana Band & 7000apart at 7 p.m.
If you would like any information on any LHS Fine Arts Center
events or facility rental, contact Carmen Dolson at
dolson@lutheranhigh.com.
You can find tickets to performances on the
LHS website under the Fine Arts Center tab.
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Crusaders in Action
Coaches Scheele & Verhagen Celebrate
Milestones

Celebration for Coach Scheele and
his 100th win as girl’s head coach.

Mike Scheele, top, celebrated 100 wins as girls basketball head
coach in January. He said “It was a special moment achieving
100 wins as varsity head coach. Although number 100 focused
on that particular night, it was for all of the players that I have
coached during my career. ... To God be the Glory.”
Nick Verhagen Boys Varsity Basketball coach, second photo,
after 200 wins stated, “I am fortunate to have been supported
by hardworking assistant coaches [and] many talented student
athletes who have committed themselves to our program the last
ten years.”

Athletic Director’s Comments

Mr. Holzheimer, LHS Athletic Director, commented that “It
was great to be at events live and in person again. People were
happy to have a normal game-watching experience.” As to
the successes of the LHS athletes and teams, he stated, “God
has blessed these young men and women with talent and great
abilities. They have put the time into developing and maximizing
those talents.” As to the co-op arrangement, focusing on our
teams with Sheboygan Christian, Mr. Holzheimer stated, “We
appreciate the co-op with Sheboygan Christian. They have been
outstanding to work with. A goal of the program is to avoid
having younger players who are not ready for varsity level
competition play at the JV level until ready. The safety of our
athletes is always foremost. Players playing at an appropriate
level is key to the success of the program.”
Finally, as to how this success builds interest and enthusiasm
for the future, Mr. Holzheimer stated, “People want to be a part
of successful programs. Behind these successful programs are
coaches that are heavily invested in their programs and in their
athletes. That is huge! I am thankful for the coaches we have
and for the time they put into their programs. I can never thank
them enough. Their energy and enthusiasm is apparent and
appreciated.” We thank God for all our teams—athletes, coaches,
support staff and for the successes this past fall. God has richly
blessed Sheboygan Lutheran High School.

Celebration for Coach Verhagen
and his 200th win as boy’s head coach.

Recognition for a State Championship

Sheboygan Lutheran High School has certainly been blessed
with teams that have accomplished much, maybe even won a
State Championship, providing our school with memories that
will last a lifetime. But did you know that Sheboygan Lutheran has also been blessed with numerous individuals (and relay
teams which will be treated as individuals for the purpose or
recognition) that have won State Championships over the years?
Winning a State Championship is an extraordinary achievement
and is incredibly difficult to achieve. Some of the best athletes
in Wisconsin high school sports’ history have never won a State
Championship. Yet, here in our relatively small school, over a relatively short period of time, (43 years) our school has 21 individuals or relay teams that have claimed the title State Champions!
Truly something to be proud of and to honor!
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So, in the trophy case directly outside the main gym entrance,
the 21 plaques honoring these State Champions are now on display. This project spearheaded by Chuck Benedum and Jeff Jurss,
was accomplished entirely through the kindness and generosity
of those State Champion parents and friends, and with the help of
Aaron Chorowicz (LHS parent) at Crown Trophy. Thank you all!
Each 9x12 plaque has a picture of the athlete and the description
of the respective State Championship. The recognition of our
State Champions, long overdue, is part of the sports “Walk of
Fame” display. Please stop and enjoy this celebration for our LHS
State Champions.
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Crusaders in Action

Girls Swimming

While many may not know that Sheboygan Lutheran High offers
swimming, our girls were part of a co-op with Sheboygan Falls and
Kohler. Under the leadership of Mrs. Elizabeth Glenzer, the co-op
team placed first in the Conference! They also placed 2nd in their
Sectional, qualifying for the State Tournament, where they finished
12th.
LHS Swimmers; Conference Meet
Maddie Tauscheck—7th 500yd. Freestyle; 6th 100yd. Breaststroke
Geneva Handziak—8th Diving

Conference Championship
Sectional Runner-Up
State Qualifier

Geneva Handziak

Maddie Tauscheck

Boys Soccer—The Championship Season
The co-op team of Sheboygan Lutheran/Sheboygan Christian
provided a lifetime worth of success—all in one season! The
team finished with a sparkling 16-2-3 record under Coach Dan
Oppeneer. Playing the home games this year at LHS, the schools
combined to bring great fan support. The team’s defense was
legendary with 80 saves in goals, only 13 goals allowed all year.
A season tie with Oostburg for the Conference Championship
led to a State Championship rematch which would break that
tie, once and for all. Who could forget the
game summary: 0-0 at halftime; 0-0 at
game’s end; 0-0 at the first overtime; 0-0
at the second overtime; a tie score at the
overtime shootout and finally a 1-0 sudden
death shoot out goal scored by LHS player,
Tony Schmitz (who also played in goal and
stopped the first Oostburg attempt in the
sudden death shootout). The first ever State
Championship for the co-op team! Pep
rallies, a County Board Honor appearance
and of course the “gold ball” all highlighted
the Championship.
Post Season Honors:
1st Team All Conference: (players from
LHS) Nathan Richardson (who suffered a
late season broken leg) and Tony Schmitz.
Honorable Mention: Caden Solle.

A Conference Championship
A Regional Championship
A Sectional Championship
A State Championship
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Mr. Jeff Jurss

What does it take to become a Hall of
Fame Coach, at any level? Longevity in
the sport? A successful record? Make an
impact on the overall sport? Make a difference in people’s lives?
Jeff Jurss checks the box in every
category. That is why on January 7, 2022
(delayed from 2020 because of covid), Jeff
was inducted into the Wisconsin Cross
Country Coaches Association Hall of
Fame. Congratulations Jeff! An incredible
honor and well deserved!
Jeff has been coaching cross country at
LHS for 28 seasons, since 1994. For 28
years, Jeff’s philosophy has been, “Do
your best today.” Jeff teaches the runners
what it is to do their best, how to do their
best, how to conquer the difficult workouts, how to measure the progress/success
in their running, and how to be a part of
the “team”.
Jeff uses four “F’s” as the basis of his
approach:
Fun~Have fun at practice and meets
Fellowship~Build relationships with their
teammates
Fitness~Be fit, stay fit, run fast

Faith~Biblical themes, devotions, help
develop their faith-life.
This approach has led Jeff to an
unbelievable record of success: 9
Sectional Championships; 9 runner-up
Sectional Championships; 14 Conference
Championships; 18 teams qualified for
the State Championships; 4 Boys’ State
Championships, 2 Girls’ State Runner-up
Championships and an incredible 154
Invitational wins since 1994. That is truly
legendary!
Looking back, Jeff recalled early
obstacles like having to time meets with
hand-held watches, popsicle sticks for
each runner to determine their respective
finishes, and creating a spreadsheet for the
25-30 teams to determine the winners. The
difference today…all done electronically.
The tension and excitement was certainly
more “back in the day.”
Another important “look back” are names
that helped to make the program so successful. Starting with two freshmen boys
in 1994—Tony Baker and Jason Johnson—the first conference championship
came in 1997 with additional help from
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Dan Menzer, Chris Spannagle, Jeremiah
Lederer, Cory Utech, Jason Hasenstein
and Tim Stewart. Over the years, countless numbers of athletes have come under
Jeff’s care as coach. Jeff remarked that
“seeing athletes do things they never
thought they could do, when they achieve
a personal best, realizing that workouts
and training actually help them get better,
that is so rewarding as a coach. Then
seeing our graduates who continue to run
and do great things, that is very rewarding
for me.”
Another great name in the “look back”
category is Margie Hasenstein. As “mom”
to the many runners she coordinated the
concessions for many years until she
passed away. Margie’s (and Doug’s) son,
Sean Hasenstein, is now an integral part
of the program as Assistant Coach (ten
years). He is the runner with the “fast
guys” and a great mentor and friend to the
whole team.
Clearly one of the most memorable
achievements for Jeff is the creation of the
LHS Cross Country course (absolutely one
of the best in South Eastern Wisconsin)
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Wisconsin Cross Country Coaches Association
2021-2022 Hall of Fame Inductee

Girls Cross Country 2021
and the many invitational meets hosted at
LHS.
The course actually was first created
on the UW-Sheboygan Campus by Jack
Snyder, then the UW-Sheboygan Athletic
Director. With the onset of the Acuity
building project a new site was needed.
Jeff decided to have the course start and
finish on the LHS campus. With help from
brother Jason and daughter Jordyn, the
3.1 mile course was established, changes
have occurred , but it is still on the LHS
campus, it is still 3.1 miles, and it is still
the best!
There are hundreds of athletes who have
come under Jeff’s care as coach, and it
would be rewarding to hear from each
one, but space permits only a few.
Stacy (Thiel) Wilkins: “He was the
best coach and teacher I ever had and I
am so grateful for his Christian leadership
and how it shaped my life. Being part of
the LHS cross country program was one
of the greatest blessings in my life. We
were always so motivated by Mr. Jurss.
His devotions, training plans and endless
laughs shaped us into great athletes, but
more importantly, Christian leaders.”

Meghan Falconer: “Mr. Jurss is an
absolute legend! I am so grateful for his
influence in my life. He helped make us
great runners but he really modeled how
to be responsible adults.”
Jacob Muth: “Absolutely deserved;
congratulations Mr. Jurss. One of my
favorite coaches ever and a true leader
who got every last ounce out of his
runners. Cross country gave me so many
great experiences and memories I will
always have.”
Brian Begalke: “He was and is the
absolute best.”
Christian Steinert: “The experience
taught me what it means to set a
goal, work hard and see the results.
Congratulations Mr. Jurss. Well deserved.”
At Jeff’s induction ceremony, he
stated, “This award is really an award for
the Sheboygan Lutheran Cross Country
Program.
First of all it represents athletes who
worked so hard to be their best. Without

their hard work and achievement it
doesn’t happen.
Second it represents the support of the
many parents who have done so much for
the program throughout the years. Parents
have run concessions, driven the team to
meets, helped run the meets, hosted pasta
dinners and pancake breakfasts—and put
up with my crazy ideas.
Third it represents the school staff
who has done so much for the kids.
The Athletic Directors have stepped up
to make sure we have everything we
need to field competitive teams and run
championship meets.
Jeff, all of Lutheran High is happy for
you and proud of your accomplishments.
God has blessed our school richly and
you are part of those blessings. We thank
God for you, your family and your work
at LHS.
To God be the glory!

“...I am so grateful for his influence in my life. He helped
make us great runners but he really modeled how to be
responsible adults.”
Meghan Falconer

Boys Cross Country 2005
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Performing
Arts
Big East Honors Band & Choir

The Big East Honors Band and Choir selections were made
just before Thanksgiving. A dozen LHS students were chosen to
participate in the Honors Concert held at the Capitol Civic Center
in Manitowoc on January 6.
Choir members included: Ambryn Diener, Ruth Eatherton,
Jaidyn Poth, Hailey Schimberg, Matt Walz, John Kakuzi, Tony
Schmitz, and Andrew Dirkse.
Band members included: Caden Solle, Jacob Schuh, Everett Poth,
Ambryn Diener, and Ruth Eatherton.
Senior, Ruth Eatherton and Junior, Caden Solle, were also
selected to perform with the WI State Honors Choir and State
Honors Band respectively at the WSMA WI State Music Educators Conference in Madison in October.

SUPERHEROES: A comedy!

The Fall Drama landed a little later in November than usual but
staged a 2-night comedy entitled, “SUPERHEROES: With great
power comes ordinary responsibility”. The characters, in need of
more crime to crunch, played out their frustrations with their ‘every day jobs’ in a series of vignettes, directed by Rachel Thuermer.
The cast did a teaser mini-tour to the SALSA elementary schools
just days before the show. And then the full-costumed cast did a
‘Meet & Greet’ in the lobby of the Fine Arts Center, autographing
cast photos of the comic strip heroes. Congratulations to Rachel
and the cast on a super show, and to the stage building crew for
the comic book backdrop!

Choir performs at Lambeau Field Atrium

Former WI Governor, Tommy Thompson spoke to a large
crowd in the Lambeau Field Atrium in Green Bay on January
28, 2022, during a major event sponsored by School Choice
Wisconsin for National School Choice Week. It’s the 32nd
anniversary of the movement’s birth in Wisconsin.
The event was held to encourage more schools to enter the WI
Parental Choice Program, show legislators how the movement
is growing in the state, and recognize the accomplishments of
schools, parents, and children working together for the future of
education. Serving children during these challenging times has
revealed the importance of empowering parents with educational
options.
As partners in the School Choice program, and to celebrate
National Lutheran Schools Week, the LHS Chamber Choir was
asked to sing at the event.
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Chamber Choir sings under the direction of Mr. Matthew Thiel at
Lambeau Field Atrium. January 28, 2022
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LHS Welcomes New Staff
Sharon Stellwagen

Instructor: Girls Health
Education
Undergraduate: Concordia University, Chicago
Graduate: University of Illinois, Chicago
Teaching Experience
1984-1990~Walther Lutheran H.S. Melrose Park, IL
1990-1994~Univ. of Wisconsin, Stevens Point, WI
1994-2004~School District of South Milwaukee
Connection to Julie Reseburg
Met as students at Sheboygan South (volleyball players); both dads were
pastors in Sheboygan (Sharon’s dad was Pastor for many years at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church); they reunited while at Concordia Chicago; Sharon moved back to
Sheboygan area; Julie suggested that Sharon teach Girls’ Health at LHS: God’s hand
guided her to our school.
Sheboygan as home
Sharon said she was blessed her parents felt called to serve in Sheboygan for a
significant amount of time; Sheboygan has always felt like “home”.
Outside Interests
Travel (visited many countries all over the world and almost every U.S. state. Sharon loves
all sports, especially volleyball (currently serves as varsity volleyball coach at Cedar Grove H.S.).
Sharon stated, “God has guided me back to coaching and teaching in my retirement. I will continue to follow His lead, hopefully with
more travel in the future.”

Thomas Kind (also known as Tommy) Class of ‘15
Marketing, Public Relations & Alumni Engagement

Education
Year graduated from LHS: 2015
Undergraduate: UW-Whitewater (major: General Management and Non-Profits)
Graduate: UW-Whitewater (Certificate in Social & New Media Messaging)
Student Body President~ Sheboygan Lutheran High School
			UW-Whitewater (twice)
Family
Dad~(former LHS employee) Mom~(LHS Board Member) It seems a “natural”
that he follows in line.
Tommy stated that, “There is something very special about Lutheran Education that
sets you apart and connects you to the close-knit Lutheran world. Sheboygan’s Lutheran
graduates (grade school and high school) are found all over the world. Even when I was in
high school, working at LHS would have been a “dream job.” Today, I have the opportunity
to use the talents I have gained through my education and professional experiences for LHS. I
have the opportunity to introduce myself as a mission-based colleague at LHS; and to be part of
furthering the mission of our school. I am excited to be here and be a part of our school’s history and
future growth.”
Outside Interests
“Being outside”—“Hunting, hiking, exploring. I enjoy spending time with my family and my rescue puppy, Maisy. I enjoy
helping others reach their potential.”
Long Term Goals
Own at least one business; volunteer often; retire before 50; and make an impact on my community.
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Where Are They Now
Dr. John Egan still has a special place for LHS in his heart

Many have found a person who

comes into his or her life and makes a
difference—a big difference—a truly
lasting impression. Often times, this
relationship happens over time.
That is what happened to the LHS
family in 2003 over a relatively short
period with Dr. John Egan. Toward the end
of summer, 2003, Lutheran High School
had a vacancy at the leadership position of
the school. Timing was such that it would
have been difficult at best to call a new
principal. LHS needed an administrator
who could model Christian leadership,
maintain the quality of the educational
experience and to “calm the waters” from
a difficult time in our school’s history; to
restore unity. An interim administrator
seemed like the best option.
Dr. John Egan’s name was submitted
to Rev. Darrel Bergelin, Chairman of
the LHS Board. Dr. Egan had recently
retired from the Kohler School District
as their Superintendent. Subsequent
interviews with Board and Faculty were
held. Dr. Egan came across as a very
competent, proven school leader, a clear
thinking individual, proficient in school
administration, very willing to listen and
learn about LHS. It was difficult not to
instantly like him and feel a clear comfort
level with him.
Were there concerns? Dr. Egan was
an active Catholic. LHS was a Lutheran
school. How would that fit? Dr. Egan
immediately assured Faculty and Board he
would not interfere with anything religious
in nature. He would confine his work to
the school administration and support
Faculty and Staff in the theology areas. He
shared his thoughts and his philosophies
and won people over quickly.
It became obvious, Dr. Egan was
the answer. Pastor Bergelin shared his
thoughts on Dr. Egan. “Dr. Egan was
warm and friendly, eager to meet students,
parents and faculty. He never came across
as knowing the only way to do things; he
was a team player, yet led with authority
by putting his viewpoint across quietly.
He learned students’ and parents’ names

easily; visited regularly with faculty; it just
seemed like he had been here for 20 years.
It was a great year for LHS!”
Dr. Jim Pingel, the Administrator who
followed Dr. Egan, shared his thoughts on
working with and following Dr. Egan. “No
matter how long it’s been since you’ve
seen John, you feel like you can pick up
and talk just like close friends. Usually
when you have an interim administrator,
he or she just works hard to make sure
the trains run on time. John did way more
than that. He helped a faculty and staff
heal and come together as a team. He built
a smooth runway for me when I came to
serve as LHS’s Executive Director. I will
always remember him for his kindness,
support, and warm advice. He helped
make me a better administrator and leader,
and he did it in a most humble and selfless
way.”
Dr. Egan’s legacy in that short one
school year’s time frame would certainly
be that he successfully advanced LHS
through some troubled times while
restoring integrity, school spirit and unity.
Upon his conclusion to the school year,
at graduation, Dr. Egan was awarded a
standing ovation of thanks and presented
with an honorary diploma. God knew our
needs at LHS and provided a servant in Dr.
Egan. We are thankful for his time with us
and will forever call him “Friend of LHS”.

Dr. Egan - In His Own Words
How were you made aware of the
opening at LHS?
The 2003-04 school year was beginning
– and I had retired from the Kohler School
District on June 30, 2001, as the Kohler
School District Superintendent. In August
of 2003, Pastor Darrel Bergelin contacted
me and inquired if I might be interested
in helping at Lutheran High for a brief
time as their Board of Directors conducted
a search for a new Administrator. He
thought they would need my help until
January, 2004. I recall telling Pastor
Bergelin that being a Catholic was no
conflict for me if it was no conflict for
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his Board of Directors. Obviously, this
quickly became a moot issue. To my
recollection, I began at Lutheran High
with the beginning of the 2003-04 school
year.
What challenges did you see facing you
as you began?
I feared that the biggest challenge would
be cementing my relationship with the
staff and students. Most, if not all, were
seasoned employees of Lutheran High.
I feared the ‘territorial’ aspect the most.
And, of course, the inner feeling that
they might view me skeptically – not
being a member of the Lutheran Church.
Needlessly, this insecurity never came
to fruition. They welcomed me openly
and integrated me quickly into their
group. Once one has the support of the
employees, the other pieces fall into place.
What was it like being an administrator
working with faculty, staff, students,
and boards in a different environment
after so many years at Kohler?
There are more similarities than
dissimilarities. The bottom line is that both
settings are there to help students move on
successfully into life.
Your impression of the students, staff,
parents, atmosphere:
One could not ask for a more welcoming
group. Mrs. Kathy Van De Kreeke, my
personal secretary, was a gift from heaven,
along with Mrs. Laska. Mrs. Pederson
and Mrs. Sabrowsky. They were key
to setting the positive tone for the high
school students. Mr. Chuck Benedum,
administrative staff, was key in assisting
me with multiple duties and working
effectively in the area of curriculum,
development and recruitment.
The Lutheran High students were
impressive – in my brief time there, I got
to know most of the students by name.
Sure, there were challenges in handling
typical negative teenage behavior…yet
how exciting when a student turns the
negative behavior around and realizes that
you were there as a ‘helping hand.’
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One thing unique about LHS was the
time before school started each day. When
students arrived earlier, they would spend
time together at their lockers and stand
around or sit on the floor, etc., until the
bell rang for going to their classrooms. It
was therapeutic for me to walk through
the halls and get to know the students by
name. Also, getting to know them by name
was important – so I had a large poster on
my door with their pictures on it – helping
me to cement their faces and names into
my memory.
The LHS parents could not have been
more welcoming. At art shows, music
programs, basketball games, etc., I was
able to learn who they were – and connect
them back to their daughters/sons. Many
parents thanked me for assisting at LHS
until a permanent administrator was hired.
How easy it was for me to say: “Thank
you – I am the lucky one.”

What prompted you and your wife
to create the John and Karen Egan
scholarship:
Education has been a priority in our
lives. Both of us have our advanced
college degrees and our daughters, too,
have received their advanced degrees.
Knowing how important advanced
education is for the youth of today and
the importance of helping others, we
decided to annually recognize a student
from LHS and a student from Kohler High
School who best exemplified the words
of Mahatma Gandhi: “You must be the
change you wish to see in the world.”

“I will always remember him
for his kindness, support,
and warm advice.”
Dr. Jim Pingel,
Fmr. Administrator
John and Karen Egan reside in Kohler,
WI. We are glad they still have a special
place in their hearts for LHS.

Previous work experience prior to LHS:
Received my bachelor’s degree from St.
Meinrad College, St. Meinrad, Indiana,
education credits from UW-Oshkosh,
Master’s Degree from UW-Milwaukee,
Specialist Certificate in Educational
Administration and Doctor of Philosophy
Degree from UW-Madison.
My work experience includes teacher in
Catholic elementary schools, elementary
school teacher for Waukesha School
District, junior high principal for AdamsFriendship School District, PrincipalDistrict Administrator for Stone Bank
School District, Superintendent for
North Fond du Lac School District,
and Superintendent for Kohler School
District. Adjunct instructor in Educational
Administration for Lakeland College and
Marion College – Fond du Lac.
Post work experience after LHS:
I did adjunct teaching and was actively
involved in ‘Human Concerns-Social
Justice Committee’ work for various
organizations.
John’s Family:
Karen and I have two daughters and
four grandchildren. One lives in Madison
and the other one lives in New York.
Respectively, one works for the State
of WI Pharmacy Organization, and the
other is a Bi-Lingual Speech Therapist for
Nazareth College in Rochester, New York.
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A Record Setting Year

With all the challenges Covid 19 has
brought to businesses these past two years,
it seems almost impossible to think of setting all time sales records during this time.
And yet, that is exactly what happened to
Neat Repeats! During this time, Neat Repeats had to adapt, be flexible, face those
challenges and rely on God’s hand of
blessing. Working together as a team, the
Board of Directors, the managers and the
volunteers effectively met those challenges
head on and with great success.
A look back at The Beginning—to gain
a perspective
• June 12, 2009: Opened with a 1,000
sq. ft. store in a Hwy 23 strip mall.
Countless hours of planning, soliciting, and preparing in order to make
the operation possible
• December 2009: A check for
$10,000.00 was presented to LHS at
the Christmas Concert (represented
the 2009 profits given to LHS on sales
of $23,988.00).
• June 27, 2010: A move to the mall on
Eastern Ave. in Plymouth and a much

needed 8,000 sq. ft. store.
• Additional space was leased in 2010,
2014, 2016 bringing the total store
space to 19,000 sq. ft.
• March 1, 2013: Laura Hermann became our full-time store manager.
• The original business plan projected
$94,400.00 would be given to LHS in
the first four years. That number was
met and exceeded in 2 ½ years.
• The ten year accumulated gift to LHS,
announced at the 2019 Christmas
Concert, now totaled $1,000,000.00!

The Present—2021 saw records set in:
• All-time one-day sales: $4,950.00
• All-time single-month sales: November $46,243.00
• All-time one-year sales: $422,598.00
• All-time one-year contribution to
LHS: $150,000.00
Dave Ames, the Neat Repeats Treasurer,
remarked, “Every day I am amazed at how
we started from a small store on CTH O
to where we are today. Our opening day
sales at the new store (current location)
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was $404.00. Our average months in 2009
would now be considered poor weeks. We
set out to find third source income for LHS
so we would not always have to go to our
parents and grandparents for support, and
boy did we find it! Over one million dollars of support to LHS from people who
may never have set foot in our Lutheran
High building, but now have become an
integral part of the mission.”
You might ask, with these impressive
numbers, how could there by any serious
needs going forward? The challenges are
still numerous. The need for volunteers
and increased space are certainly at the top
of the list.
The Neat Repeats Wish List for 2022:
• PRAY for continued success and
support.
• Continue to support through
donations.
• Come in and shop. Tell your friends.
• Consider being a volunteer. This is
priority!

P repar ing Chr ist ian Le ade r s

We have approximately 35 regular
volunteers. That is not nearly enough
to accommodate the donations and the
shoppers they are experiencing. In one
week there are ten shifts and the store
needs four workers per shift. Consider
giving Neat Repeats a morning or
afternoon of your time. Many of our
volunteers have been with us five or
ten years; some from the beginning like
Dave Gass, Dave Ames, Barb Strenger,
and Laura Hermann, and retirement for
some is right around the corner. We need
to replace some volunteers and add some
additional volunteers due to our needs.
Neat Repeats is a fun place to be. It’s
great to be part of the success story. It’s a
truly worthy cause. The work is not hard.
Please consider joining the team.
Thanks be to God for the blessing of
Neat Repeats!
Neat Repeats Thrift Shop is located at
2627 Eastern Ave, Plymouth.
Donations are accepted while the store is
open.
Hours of operation:
Tuesday - Thursday 9:30-5:00pm
Saturday 9:30-4:00pm

Caring Crusaders

Aidan Diener - Hans Gruben - Lizzie Montaba

So what did you do on your Christmas/
Semester break from college? Aidan, Hans
and Lizzie spent a significant portion of
time volunteering at Neat Repeats. There
were no volunteer hour requirements for
school. There was no recruitment, no
armtwisting. It was just three very Caring
Crusaders, three graduates from last year
who were glad to “give back” to LHS
in the form of volunteer hours. What an
incredible example! Be assured, the trio
never thought there would be any mention
of their gift of service. Among many
admirable qualities these three possess,
humility is near the top of the list.

Volunteers are the life blood of Neat
Repeats existence. In addition to the
regular volunteers, LHS National
Honor Society, LHS Theology Classes,
LHS Service Day Projects, and LHS
parents and grandparents have faithfully
contributed volunteer hours in the past.
These three, however, set an example as
Caring Crusaders that Neat Repeats is
proud to recognize.
Thank you for your time, Aidan, Hans
and Lizzie. Thank you for your example of
service. And thank you for being Caring
Crusaders in support of the LHS mission.
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Alumni in Action
Alumni
Engagements

Alumni Weddings

AJ Holzheimer and Caitlyn Kai-

married Dan Beaver on September 5,
2021 in Sheboygan. She is working
as a nurse in ICU at Banner Hospital in Phoenix, and is busy running
marathons and Ironmans along side
her husband, Dan. Jen and Dan are
living outside of Phoenix, AZ.

ser - both from Class of 2016 are
engaged. Caiti is a 5th-grade teacher
for the Sheboygan Area School
District and AJ is an engineering
student at UW- Milwaukee. A June
2022 wedding is planned.

Alumni Births
Josh Wallrich - Class of 2010 and his

wife, Casey, welcomed another girl,
Isabella, born May 25, 2021. The Wallrichs reside outside of St. Louis, MO.

Ashley Jensema Brandmahl -

Class of 2007 and her husband,
Joshua, welcomed their second
child, Violet Anne on December 5,
2021. Josh is in his 4th and last year
at Concordia Theological Seminary
in Fort Wayne and will be receiving
his first call in April.

Steph Cox Schulz - Class of 2009,
and her husband, Doug, welcomed
a son, Mason Douglas, on June 8,
2021. Steph is teaching Spanish
and coaching volleyball at Racine
Lutheran High School and they are
living in Franklin.
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Jennifer Wallrich - Class of 2005

After marrying in July of 2021,
Michael Chorowicz - Class of
2016 and Britta (Solle) Chorowicz
- Class of 2017 have both accepted
jobs with their college alma mater
Liberty University in Lynchburg,
Virginia. Michael is working on
the football staff as a GA offensive coach. Britta is serving as the
personal training manager in the
university’s recreation department.

Alumni Notes
Alex Phillips - LHS Class of 2017

graduated from the WP Carey School
of Business at Arizona State University in December 2021, with a major in
Sports Business. He is pictured here
with former LHS classmate, Evan
Olsen.

Logan Jones - Class of 2016
received his MBA from Concordia
University-WI in June 2021. Logan is
currently living in Milwaukee.

P repar ing Chr ist ian Le ade r s

Alumni Notes
Ben Mueller - Class of 2000 earned his doctorate degree in

Educational Leadership from Concordia University - Chicago in
December 2021. His dissertation was titled “Effects of Exercise
on Math Anxiety for College Students”, which he completed in
August. Ben is living in Hinckley, IL teaching Math & Health at
Hinckley-Big Rock High School.

Katie Herrmann -Class of 2012 started a new company called

Cirka Performance Arts, which is an aerial event entertainment
company based in Sioux Falls, SD. This unique form of entertainment provides Cirque Du Soleil-style entertainment for corporate
events, weddings, festivals and parties. Check out Katie’s site at
www.cirkaperform.com, and photos from the Local News: https://
www.siouxfalls.business/aerial-entertainers-form-business/.

Mallory Kruetz Van Wyk - Class of 2005 and her husband,

Ethan Norlander - Class

of 2018 accepted a job at
Ursa Major Technologies
in Berthoud, Colorado. His
official title there is Junior
Systems Administrator. Ursa
Major is an aerospace company that make rocket propulsion engines for rocket
ships. Ethan graduates from
the Polytechnic Institute at
Purdue University in May
with a major in Computer
Information Technology.

Ben, welcomed their second son, Tanner, on June 29, 2021.
Their first son, Carter, is 4 1/2 and is in 4K at Trinity Lutheran
in Sheboygan. Together they own two auto mechanic shops in
Sheboygan: Dougs Auto on Cooper and Calumet and Van Wyk
Auto on N 13th and Superior. Mallory works at TR Services in
Sheboygan, a custom metal machine shop for the past nine years.
In their free time they like to do family activities, swim in their
pool, camp, hit the trails in the side by side, watch racing at Road
America and snowmobile.

Alumni - We want to hear about
your news! Scan this code with
your phone camera for a Google
form or email Carmen Dolson at
dolson@lutheranhigh.com.
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