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February 20, 2009

Economic Troubles Hit LHS Familes Hard

As the U.S. economy

weakens, families of LHS

face hard financial times
by Giulia Weyrich

For the past two years, the United States
has been facing an economic down turn.
However, this year economic problems have
had a significant impact on the financial well-
being of businesses, workers, schools, and
students.

According to the article US: recession
and unemployment in 2008, the number of
unemployed Americans, in 2008, has grown
to about 5.8 million. The situation is expected
to worsen as unemployment rates are
predicted to increase until the year of 2011.

The Sheboygan Lutheran High School
community is not exempt from the economic
hardships. With job losses and lower
consumer spending, many families can no
longer afford to pay the price of sending their
child to a private school.

Jim Pingel, executive director of
Sheboygan Lutheran High, says that the poor
economy is definitely affecting the school,

making it hard for parents and families
financially.

“Making less money is tough, but Jesus
Christ’s mission is more important,” says
Pingel.

In the last two months Pingel has
received ten to twelve calls or visits from
parents who have lost their jobs and need
assistance in order for their children to
continue attending Sheboygan Lutheran High.
Pingel says these parents are requesting
financial aid or a way to temporarily delay
their tuition payments.

This year 65 students are being
supported by financial aid. Financial aid is
being supplied from Lutheran High's “Leaders
For Life Endowment Fund”, and from separate
donors. Some churches also give out
scholarships to families.

According to Pingel, Lutheran High has
set aside 75 thousand dollars from the
endowment fund for next years financial help.

“During any year paying tuition for
children to attend Lutheran is a sacrifice;
however, it has now become an extreme
financial sacrifice.”

Pingel says parents are struggling with
the enrollment decision for their child’s next

. e 1 AN
,l‘u.\l'l )

sdanas o
Por et L

school year, because many fear that the worst
has not yet happened.

Adam Ganser, a junior, says that he
probably won’t return to Sheboygan Lutheran
next year, because his family is having a
difficult time with the economy. Ganser says
his family might need to move as a result.

With parents less able to make tuition
payments, Pingel says, the school is
considering budget cuts. These budget cuts
could include position reductions, or spending
ten percent less in each department according
to Pingel. (continued on page 4)
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Lutheran High Students Perform with Local
Singing Group

by Anna Heling

Many Lutheran High students are continually immersing themselves in the I
numerous sports, clubs, and volunteer groups the school offers, and they often
find their school nights and weekends full of activities. In addition to their
involvement in school-sponsored activities, Seniors Nathan Steele and Eva
Nimmer, as well as Junior Mattias Gugel, choose to fill their schedules with a
number of out-of-school activities, such as the local choral group, Songs of the
Seasons.

“[Songs of the Seasons] is a great opportunity to share my faith through
singing,” says Gugel.

Songs of the Seasons is a musical group that performs songs from various
church seasons - such as Advent, Lent, and Easter. Made up of a mixture of
young people and adults from area churches, the music-loving group gets
together twice a week for two hours to practice.

Because of their involvement in soccer, dance, and mock trial respectively,
Steele, Nimmer, and Gugel’s schedules are full of activities. Gugel says it's
helpful that Director Sandra Kasten - described by the three students as ”Jusﬁﬁed By Grace”
talented, passionate, and friendly - is so understanding with their ability to
attend practices.

“She makes it easy,” says Gugel, “so you can either go to the Wednesday
rehearsal or the Thursday one, because they’re both pretty much the same
thing.”

Steele says that the group’s upcoming performance will be a “Greatest Hits
Concert,” featuring much-loved choral music and hymns, among other songs.

Gugel encourages the Sheboygan community to come and watch the
ensemble’s concert. in the Waukesha Regional tournament on Saturday, February 7. The team
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The Lutheran High Mock Trial team concluded their season by competing

“It's such a professional concert,” he says. “It's so cool to hear all of the took fifth place, winning two out of the four matches.
genres of Christian music - African American spirituals and the Hallelujah
chorus. . . there’s such a wide range.”

The Songs of the Seasons concert will be on Sunday, February 22 at 2:00 LHS mock trial team and teacher at Lutheran High. “The tougher teams, we
pm at First Congregational Church United Church of Christ.

“Anyone can go,” says Steele. “It’s just a free-will offering, and | think it's
a unique way to do sacred music, so people can see it’s not just boring music.”

Steele, Nimmer, and Gugel enjoy the opportunities the musical group offers through college, simulate an actual trial and compete nationally.
them.

“There are so many different friends you make,” says Gugel. “Grown-ups
become your friends. It's such a professional setting, and kind of a different
opportunity that Lutheran High doesn’t necessarily offer.” judges and attorneys. From the information given, the panel then evaluates

Steele agrees.

“Musically, it's a nice relief from high school to an adult group that’s a little
more professional.” Mock Trial practices started on Nov. 18, 2008 for the Lutheran High

“We beat the teams we should have beat,” said Matt Thiel, coach of the

slugged it out with them blow for blow.”

Mock Trial is an extra-curricular program in which students, middle level

High school Mock Trial students research a court case designated for all

competitors for that particular season, then present it in front of a table of

the knowledge and presentations made by the students.

“My favorite thing about being in [Songs of the Seasons] is the sheer size NI
and talent of the entire group,” says Nimmer. “We sing some challenging songs,
but people are confident and accurate with their singing.”

Steele struggled when asked to mention a downside of joining this group. assigned part said Thiel. Student witnesses learned and memorized parts of
Though he says it takes time - with rehearsals and concerts - he sees the positive
aspects as far out-weighing the negatives.

They encourage people to join the choral group as well.

“If you like to sing, this is a good way to do it,” says Steele, “and you can The Lutheran High mock trial team consisted of ten students with five
meet a bunch of people that feel the same way [as you do].”

Gugel also says that Kasten regularly encourages the choir members to
invite a friend or two along to rehearsals.

“Sandy makes it easy so anyone can sing,” says Gugel. “It’s such a great, Allman, who joined the team late in the season. “| wanted to try something
welcon.ung communliy.‘" ‘ different.”

Nimmer, after being approached by Gugel early in the school year about
joining Songs of the Seasons, learned some more information about the The captains of the team, Junior Amanda Roush and Junior Mattias

ensemble and became intrigued. Gugel, both have been a part of mock trial for three years and said they feel
“I decided to try it out,” she says, “and I’'m so glad | did.”

During practices, each teammate memorized and researched his or her

the affidavit of the actual witness that they represented in the case. Lawyers

learned the cross-examined questions and objections to the case.

returning members and five newcomers.

“It looked like a very unique extra curricular,” said Junior Nicolai

that Mock Trial improved their public speaking skills. (Continued on page 4)



Basketball Seasons Near the Finish

The Girls’ and Boys’ Varsity basketball teams gear up for regional
play

by Becca Quam

Every season no matter how fun and victorious has to come to an end eventually. The season is over
for the Varsity Girls at Sheboygan Lutheran High School and the Varsity Boys season for basketball will
come to and end soon.

For the Varsity Boys Basketball team it ends on Friday February 27 at Ozaukee. The boys will wrap
up their season with 7 wins if they win their last three games and 13 losses.

For the Varsity Girls Basketball team it ended on Tuesday February 17 versus Random Lake at
Sheboygan Lutheran High School. All went well against Random Lake making the Crusader Girls Basketball
team end their season with 10 wins and 10 losses according to Girls Head Coach Todd Kohlman.

After these games, the boys and girls Varsity teams start Regionals. The boys start Regionals on
Tuesday March third, where the girl’s Regionals starts on Tuesday February 24.

Kohlman said he was pleased with the team’s performance.

“There wasn’t anything that the Girls Varsity Basketball Team should’ve done differently throughout
the season,” he said.

However, he said two things that could’ve made it better would have been to have more players and
fewer injuries.

Kohlman says that the team’s overall shooting and scoring, and believing in the system was especially
good this year compared to previous years.

“The close games [against] Ozaukee, Oostburg, and Howards Grove High School were the [main]
highlight of the season for me. [Especially] almost winning Ozaukee,” says Kohlman.

Kohlman's goals for the team next week are to win two games minimum for Regional play or make it
to the final game of Regionals.

Kirsten Wellna, a Senior and player on the Girls Varsity Basketball team at Sheboygan Lutheran High
School, says that the team bonded especially well this year compared to previous years.

“The whole atmosphere of playing at [LHS] and pep band and the crowd cheering was the highlight
for [me] of the season,” Wellna said.

Wellna says that the team’s goal is to become Regional champs.

“[My] favorite part this year is realizing it’s my last year, giving it my all and enjoying it,” says
Wellna.

With only two games left, the Boys Varsity is also nearing the end of their season.

Boys Varsity Basketball Coach, Todd Dekker, says that he will miss spending time with the guys before
and after practice.

“They stuck together and were willing to keep getting after it win or loss,” says Dekker, “I’'m
impressed by their hard work.”

Dekker’s says his most memorable game so far was their first home game against Random Lake.

“There were no let downs and the team did what | asked them to do.”

The Boys’ team’s goals for the end of the season are to finish strong and to gain momentum in the
tournament.

“We just keep getting better,” says Dekker.

Parker Anderson, a senior and basketball player on the Boys’ Varsity team says that they bonded as a
team really well. Anderson says that his favorite part about this year for basketball was being a captain
and looking over all of the younger guys.

“Winning at Random Lake was the highlight of the season for me because we played well and |
scored 17 points,” says Anderson.

Anderson says that they would like to be the seventh seed in the playoffs and then would like to win it.

“My goal for the end of [basketball] season is to perform my best.”



(continued from page 1) Pingel says that parents have already expressed a concern over whether
they should enroll their children at Lutheran next year.

Pingel is trying to make this decision easier for parents by asking more donors to help with
scholarships for families.

“We are praying for our enrollment next year,” he says. “We are not perfect, but offer Christ's
love. Parents realize how important that is.”

The problems of the economy are not only affecting the school and parents, but also the students.

Katelyn Boehlke, a junior, says she is affected by the economy in that it has forced her to cut back
on personal spending.

Boehlke says that though she has to cut back on her purchases, she plans on attending Lutheran
next year.

“It is important to me to go to school in a Christ-centered environment,” says Boehlke. “That's why
Lutheran High is one of my main priorities.”

“God will never abandon us,” says Pingel. “As Christians, we will lean on and support each
other.”

Sophomore Zach Webster
wrestles against an Elkhart
L opponent.

“I really think | have grown as a speaker,” said Gugel. “ There is something about Mock Trial where

(Continued from page 2)

you have power and get to talk with confidence.”

Roush agreed.

“I don’t feel nervous speaking in front of large groups of people,” said Roush. “I think | am more
fluent at speaking and | don’t have to pause as much.”

The cooperating local attorney for the LHS team is Judge James Bolgert. Bolgert has been coaching
Mock Trial since 2002.

“I'm glad these students get a chance to perform and think on their feet.”

Bolgert said he thinks that Mock Trial can teach students to use their heads and have some fun with
their friends.

“Analyzing a case and presenting it takes brains and guts. Most surveys show people are more
afraid of public speaking then death.”

Bolgert said he believes that Mock Trial could also spark an interest in a career in law.

As with any team, Lutheran High’s Mock Trial has had their share of struggles, but has learned to
improve.

“The team has most improved in two ways,” said Thiel. “The ability to organize information and
articulate it, and to think on their feet.”

As for next year’s improvements, Gugel said he is looking forward to becoming a stronger leader.

Whether in the future or in reflecting on this past season, Bolgert said that each year is an
opportunity for growth.

“I hope students are intellectually stimulated, have some fun with their friends and feel the

satisfaction of building to the competition day and doing well.”



Sinners, Be Free

A Devotion by Senior Nadine Rindt
Read John 1

" John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, ‘I am the voice of one calling in the
desert, Make straight the way for the Lord.”" John 1: 19-39

Think of it this way. Sin put you in prison. Sin locked you behind the bars of guilt and
shame and deception and fear. Sin did nothing but put you into the wall of misery. Then
Jesus came and paid your bail money. He served your time; he satisfied the penalty and
set you free. Christ died, and when you cast your lot with him, your old self died too.

The only way to be set free from the prison of sin is to serve its penalty. In this case
the penalty is death. Someone has to die, either you or a heaven sent substitute. You can
not leave prison unless there is a death. But that death has occurred at Calvary. When
Jesus died, you died to sin’s claim on your life. You are free. God sent his one and only
Son to save you!

Prayer: Dear Lord, Please be with us today as we realize what you have done for us
and set us Free from our sins. In Your name | pray. Amen.




